PASSAGES  FROM ARABIA  DESERTA

\ pleasure it is 10 listen to the cheerful musing Beduin talk, a
lesson in the travellers' school of mere humanity,-and there is
no land so perilous which by humanity he may not pass, for man
is of one iniad everywhere, ay, and in their kind, even the brute
animals of the same foster earth-a timely vacancy of the busy-
idle cares which cloud upon us that would live peaceably in the
moral desolation of the world. And pleasant those sounds of the
splitting milk under the udders in the Arabs' vessels! food for
man and health at a draught in a languishing country. The bowl
brought in foaming, the children gather to it, and the guest is
often bidden to sup with them, with his fingers, the sweet froth,
orgkra or roghrwa, irtugk: or this milk poured into the sour milk-
skin and shaken there a moment, the housewife serves it forth
again to their suppers, with that now gathered sourness which
they think the more refreshing.

THE   WANDERING   SOLUBBA
As we went by to the mejlis, 'Yonder (said Zeyd) I shall show
thee some of a people of antiquity.3 This was a family which
then arrived of poor wanderers, Solubba. I admired die full-
faced shining flesh-beauty of their ragged children, and have
always remarked the like as well of the Heteym nomads. These
alien and outcast kindreds are of fairer looks than the hunger-
bitten Beduw. The Heteym, rich in small cattle, have food
enough in the desert, and the Solubba of their hunting and
gipsy labour: for they are tinkers of kettles and menders of
arms, in the Beduin menzils. They batter out upon the anvil
hatchets, jedum, (with which shepherds lop down the sweet
acacia boughs, to feed their flocks,) and grass-hooks for cutting
forage, and steels for striking fire with the flint, and the like.
Tlwy are besides woodworkers, in the desert acacia timber,
of rode saddle-trees for the burden-camels, and of the thelfll
saddle-frames, of pulley reds, (mdhafy for drawing at any deeper
wells of the desert, also of rude milk vessels, and other such
husbandry; besides, they are cattle surgeons, and in all their
trade (only ruder of skill) like the smiths5 caste or Suma. The
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